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position to voice the opinion of each area. 


BritisH Mepicat AssociaTION, 
Medical Department, 
Tavistock Square, W.C.1. 
Dear Sir or Madam, 


In a letter ‘‘ M.6’’ forwarded to you on September 
10th I informed you that the Insurance Acts Committee 
had intimated to the Minister of Health and to the 
Secretary of State for Scotland its opinion that insurance 
practitionérs would be prepared to bear their fair share 
of the burden which the community generally were being 
called upon to shoulder. This decision was taken because 
the Committee was informed by the Minister of Health 
that the Government was determined to obtain the 
sanction of Parliament to their economy proposals no 
matter what political or party pressure was brought to 
bear to vary the proposals, and irrespective of any agitation 
of representations on the part of those affected by the 
proposals. In other words, the Committee was assured in 
no uncertain terms by the Minister that the Government’s 
proposals for economy must stand or fall as a whole, and 
it was upon this unequivocal statement that the Com- 
mittee considered the wise course was to recommend the 
acceptance of the temporary deduction of 1s. from the 
capitation fee of 9s. 

On Monday, September 2Ist, the Government decided 
to vary its proposals so far as they affected the teachers, 
the Defence Forces, and the police, and by its action 
compelled the Minister of Health to break faith with the 


Committee and insurance practitioners generally. The request he undertook to consider the proposal. 


INSURANCE PRACTITIONERS AND NATIONAL ECONOMY PROPOSALS 


The communication printed below was esa on September 29th to all insurance practitioners through- 
out the country, setting forth the new situation which has arisen in connexion with this matter. The 
Insurance Acts Committee is anxious that at the Panel Conference to be held in London on October 22nd 
a full and free discussion shall take place upon the circumstances now disclosed. The officers of Local 
‘Medical and Panel Committees are therefore urged to take immediate steps to call a meeting of the whole 
of the insurance practitioners in their areas for the purpose of obtaining the views of their constituents on 
the new situation which has arisen, in order that representatives at the Panel Conference may be in a 


LETTER TO INSURANCE PRACTITIONERS IN ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, AND WALES. 


Minister was immediately informed that it would be the 
duty of the Committee, which was meeting on September 
24th, to consider what action should be taken on behalf 
of insurance practitioners in the new circumstances. 
Realizing that he had been unable to implement the 
assurances given to the Committee, the Minister, after 
consultation with the Chancellor of the -Exchequer, 
amended his original decision and informed the Committee 
during its meeting on September 24th that he proposed 
to substitute an all-round reduction of 10 per cent. for 
the reduction of 1s. previously proposed. This the Com- 
mittee could not see its way to accept on behalf of insur- 
ance practitioners, and immediately requested the Minister 
to receive the whole Committee in the hope that the 
inequality of the sacrifice asked from insurance practi- 
tioners as compared with other bodies of persons affected 
by the economy proposals might be recognized by the 
Government. The Committee waited upon the Minister 
at the House of Commons late the same evening and 
informed him that as he was unable to implement the 
promises given to the Committee on September 2nd, the 
Committee was not now prepared to recommend the 
acceptance of his new decision. The Committee then 
requested the Minister to vary his latest decision so as 
to make adequate allowance for the necessary outgoings 
for the expenses of practice or, in other words, to make 
the percentage deduction from the capitation fee upon 
the net and not upon the gross earnings. Although the 
Minister held out little hope of acceding to the Committee’s 
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Mepicay Jourxay 


On Monday, September 28th, the following letter was 
received from the Minister: 


MINISTRY OF HEALTH, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. 
28th September, 1931. 


Str,—I am directed by the Minister of Health to say 
that he has given renewed consideration to the views 
expressed at the interview which he held with repre- 
sentatives of the Insurance Acts Committee on the 24th 
September. In a letter addressed to the Committee before 
the interview, the Minister explained that the Government 
felt, in view of the alterations made in their general 
scheme, that it would be unfair if the proposal originally 
made for a reduction of Is. from the capitation rate of 
9s. were not also modified. The Government had decided 
that the deductions to be made in the salaries of persons 
of the other classes affected were to be limited to a 
maximum cut of 10 per cent., and it was, therefore, 
equitable that the deduction to be made from the 
capitation rate should similarly be limited to 10 per cent. 
It had seemed to him that such an arrangement would 
not only be equitable in the new circumstances but would 
have the further advantage for insurance practitioners 
that the percentage nature of the deduction would empha- 
size its temporary character. 

At the interview on the 24th instant, the Committee, 
while expressing their appreciation of the Minister’s atti- 
tude, urged that the percentage deduction from the capita- 
tion rate should be a percentage not of the gross amount 
of 9s. but of a smaller amount, so calculated as to make 
some allowances for the expenses of insurance practice. 

Mr. Chamberlain has given careful consideration to this 
contention, but he cannot satisfy himself that it is well- 
founded. In the first place it must be recognized that, 
while the Government are most anxious that the sacrifices 
called for should be equitable as between the classes 
affected, it is impossible to secure precise equality of 
treatment owing to the wide variations in conditions 
of service. And in the second place, it appears to Mr. 
Chamberlain that if the principle of making allowance for 
expenses were admitted claims could be put forward on 
behalf of other classes as well as of insurance practitioners 
that they, too, have expenses for which allowance should 
be made. Mr. Chamberlain has, therefore, come to the 
conclusion that. he cannot recommend any modification 


of the proposal that the deduction should be 10 per cent. ° 


of the gross capitation rate. He hopes that insurance 
practitioners will accept this deduction as being on the 
whole an equitable contribution which they may reason- 
ably be asked to make in the present emergency, and 
that by so doing they will continue to show the same 
spirit of readiness to assist the national! cause as they have 
displayed throughout the discussions. 
I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 
(Signed) W. A. Rosrnson. 

I have therefore been instructed to inform you that this 
decision of the Minister of Health is not one which the 
Committee considers it is justified in accepting in the 
name of insurance practitioners, believing as it does that 
they are being unequally dealt with as compared with 
those other bodies of persons who, by reason of the 
economy proposals, are being asked to make sacrifices 
in the country’s need. 

The whole matter will be discussed at the Conference 
of Local Medical and Panel Committees which is to be 
held in London on Thursday, October 22nd, and upon 
the decision of the Conference, as to which you will be 
informed by the Panel Committee of your area, future 
central action will depend. 

Panel Committees are being requested to hold meetings 
of the insurance practitioners in their areas in order that 
instructions may be given to the representatives of the 
Panel Committees attending the Conference. 

Yours faithfully, 
G. C. ANDERSON, 
Sept. 29th, 1931. Deputy Medical Secretary. 


British Medical: Association 


CURRENT NOTES 


Canadian Visitors to the Centenary Meeting 
Plans are already being made for members Of the 
Canadian Medical Association to visit this Country ney 
summer and attend the Centenary Meeting of the British 
Medical Association in London. The arrangements for the 
trip are in the hands of Dr. A. T. Bazin, Chairman ¢ 
Council of the Canadian Medical Association, and Dr 
T. C. Routley, General Secretary, in collaboration with 
the Medical Secretary of the British Medical Association 
The 1932 Annual Meeting of the C.M.A. is to be held jg 
Toronto during the last week of June, and the 
will sail from Montreal on Saturday, July 2nd, 
C.P.R. steamer Duchess. The provisional itinerary hys 
been drawn up to include one day in Belfast, a week-end 
in Dublin, and thence by special steamer for a Visit ty 
Glasgow. Two days will be spent in Edinburgh, on 
day in Newcastle-on-Tyne, a week-end in the Harrogate 
district, one day in Manchester, and one day in Cardig. 
This time-table will allow of arrival in London on the 
Friday or Saturday before the opening of the Centenary 
Meeting. Apart from the Irish Channel crossing, almog 
all the journeys from one place to another in Ireland, 
Scotland, England, and Wales will be by motor coaches, 
The tour is being arranged to meet the wishes of al 
classes of Canadian doctors—those on pleasure bent, 
those who wish to mix pleasure and instruction, and thos 
who wish to devote all or most of their time to scientific 
pursuit. It is confidently expected that at each centre 
visited there will be available clinics and demonstrations 
to occupy part of the time of each day. 


Association Notices 


BRANCH AND DIVISION MEETINGS TO BE HELD 


GLASGOW AND WEST OF SCOTLAND BRANCH: LANARKSHIRE 
Division.—The opening meeting of the session 1931-32 of 
the Lanarkshire Division will be held in St. Enoch Station 
Hotel on Wednesday, October 7th, at 3.30 p.m. Professor 
W. T. Ritchie (Edinburgh) will read a paper entitled ‘ The 
mitral life.’’ 

Kent Dartrorp Diviston.—A general meeting of 
the Dartford Division will be held at Erith Cottage Hospital 
on October 7th, at 8.30 p.m. Agenda: Hospital out-patients; 
Branch report ; report of Representative Meeting. 

LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE BRANCH: ROCHDALE Divisiox—= 
A meeting of the Rochdale Division will be held at the 
Rochdale Infirmary on Wednesday, October 7th, at-8.30 p.m. 
Non-members are cordially invited to attend. Business: 
Dr. A. Topping (M.O.H., Rochdale) will open a discussion 
on maternal mortality. 4 

METROPOLITAN CouNTIES Brancu: Hampstead DiIvIisiox.— 
A special meeting of the Hampstead Division will be held at 
the Hampstead General Hospital on Thursday, October 8£, 
at $.30 p.m., to receive a report on the Annual Representa 
tive Meeting at Eastbourne. 9 p.m., Ordinary meeting, a 
which the chairman, Dr. James Andrews, will give a 
inaugural address, to be followed by a discussion, on some 
problems of arterio-sclerosis. 

METROPOLITAN CounTIES BRANCH: KENSINGTON DIVISION.= 
The next meeting of the Kensington Division will be held te 
day (Friday, October 2nd), at the Kensington Palace Mansions 
Hotel, De Vere Gardens, W.8, at 8.45 p.m., when there wil 
be a discussion on the national health insurance pro 
which were sent up by the Division to the Annual Rep 
sentative Meeting. Dr. Hf. G. Dain, chairman of the Insurane 
Acts Committee, will take part in the discussion. 

METROPOLITAN Counties BRANCH: ST. Pancras Divisiox— 
The opening meeting of the session of the St. Pancras Divisioa 
will be held at British Medical Association House, Tavistock 
Square, W.C.1, at 9 p.m. on Tuesday, October 13th {not 
October 30th, as printed last week). Lord Moynihan 
deliver a lecture on ancient medicine and surgery. Coffee # 
8.45 p.m. 
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‘A meeting of the South-West Essex Division will 
Vera Livingstone College, Knott’s Green, Leyton, on 
be hel “October 6th, at 9.15 p.m. A cinematograph film, 
logical products are made,’’ will be exhibited, 
é mr by a lecture by Dr. Stanley White on some recent 
bhow of biological therapy, illustrated by lantern slides, 
Brine the Schick and Dick tests and protein shock in 
arthritis. 
MprROPOLITAN COUNTIES Brancu: Wootwicn Diviston.— 
‘Jecture will be given by Mr. Cecil Rowntree at the 
, Jwich War Memorial Hospital on Tuesday, October 6th, 
Lae 45 p.m., on the injection treatment of varicose veins 
em allied conditions by the general practitioner. Arrange- 
. ts have been made for monthly meetings on the first 
0 of each of the winter months. 


esda 

BRANCH: PORTSMOUTH Division.—A meeting of 
the Portsmouth Division will be held at the Queen’s Hotel, 
Southsea, ON Thursday, October 8th, at 9.30 p.m., preceded 
by a supper (3s. 6d., including gratuities) at 9 p.m. An 
adress will be given by Dr. W. Langdon Brown, entitled 
“Some recent advances in endocrinology.’’ Members from 
other Divisions will be heartily welcome. 


SouTH-WESTERN Brancu.—An intermediate meeting of the 
South-Western Branch will be held at Liskeard on Wednesday, 
(Qctober 21st. 

SurFOLK BRANCH: West Surro_k Division.-—The first of 
the series of post-graduate lectures arranged by the West 
Suffolk Division will be given at the West Suffolk General 
Hospital, Bury St. Edmunds, on Saturday, October 10th, at 
445 pm. Dr. C. E. Lakin will discuss the diagnosis and 
treatment of infectious diseases. 

SurrEY BRANCH: RicHMoND Diviston.—A meeting of the 
Richmond Division will be held at the Royal Hospital on 
Friday, Octeber 16th, at 9 p.m. Business: A discussion on 
diseases of children between the ages of 1 and 5 years will 
be opened by Dr. M. IX. Robertson, and summed up by Dr. 
Donald Paterson ; report of Annual Meeting of the Association 
at Eastbourne ; report of Branch Council meeting. 


Sussex BrancH: Hastincs Division.—The next meeting 
of the Hastings Division will be held at the Buchanan Hospital 
on Tuesday, October 6th, at 8.15 p.m. Agenda: Report by 
Dr. Cutler on the Annual Representative Meeting at East- 
bourne ; the chairman, Dr. C. J. Lee, will give an address 
on the spleen. Coffee at 8.15 p.m. 

YorKSHIRE BRANCH: Harirax Diviston.—A clinical meeting 
of the Halifax Division will be held at the Royal Halifax 
Infirmary on Wednesday, October 7th, at 8.30 p.m. 

YorRKSHIRE BRANCH: WAKEFIELD, PONTEFRACT, AND CASTLE- 
rorD Division.—A meeting of the Wakefield, Pontefract, and 
Castleford Division will be held at the Strafford Arms Hotel, 
Wakefield, on Thursday, October 8th, preceded by supper 
(8.) at 7.45 p.m. Dr. T. Beaton of the City Mental Hospital, 
Portsmouth, will give a British Medical Association Lecture 
on the functions of a mental out-patient clinic. 


Meetings of Branches and Divisions 


BIRMINGHAM BRANCH: DuDLEY DIvISION 

A meeting of the Dudley Division was held at the Talbot 
Hotel, Stourbridge, on September 22nd, when Mr. Eccres- 
SuitH was in the chair, and seventeen other members were 
present. 

Arising out of the minutes, a letter was read from the 
medical officer of health of the Rowley Regis Urban District 
Council, indicating the schedule of fees and the various 
duties that were expected from medical men who undertook 
antenatal work. As the fees proposed were inadequate, and 
the matter was considered important, it was decided to 
postpone discussion to a future meeting. 

Attention was drawn to the proposed Hastings Memorial 
Fund; it was decided to forward £2 subscribed, with an 
ltimation that a further sum of £5 10s. would be sent later. 


Dorset AND West Hants BraNcH: West Dorset DiviIsIon 


A social mecting of the West Dorset Division was held on 
September 24th at Weymouth College, by kind invitation of 
the head master, Mr. A. G. Pite. A good gathering of 
members, accompanied by their relatives and friends, came 
to see a most interesting exhibition of brass rubbings which 
had been prepared by Dr. Dru Drury of Corfe Castle. Dr. 
Dru Drury gave a very informative address on the prepara- 
tion of these rubbings and on the history of monumental 
brasses. He then pointed out the special points of interest 
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and Mrs. Pite afterwards entertained the company to tea. 
Dr. C. J. Marsn, an old Weymouth boy, presided in the 
absence of the chairman, and proposed a vote of thanks to 
the head master. Dr. A. Gray, vice-chairman, voiced the 
appreciation of Dr. Dru Drury’s unique exhibition. 


NortH oF ENGLAND BRraNcH: NorTH NORTHUMBERLAND 
Division 

A meeting of the North Northumberland Division was held in 
the Infirmary, Alnwick, on September 22nd. The programme 
for the winter session was discussed; it will include six 
lectures and the annual dinner. A full fixture list will be sent 
to each member when the dates are arranged. An excellent 
report of the Annual Representative Meeting was given by 
Dr. R. A. Wetsu, the representative of the Division. Dr. 
Welsh also kindly consented to act as treasurer of the testi- 
monial fund to Dr. Cox, his fellow student. The fund opened 
immediately with several maximum subscriptions. 


NortH LANCASHIRE AND SOUTH WESTMORLAND BRANCH: 
Furness Division 
A meeting of the Furness Division was held at the Victoria 
Park Hotel, Barrow, on September 18th, when Dr. Pask 
was in the chair, and thirteen other members were present. 

In response to a request, it was decided that the Executive 
Committee should receive a deputation from the National 
Deposit Friendly Society. 

It was agreed to postpone all binding resolutions regarding 
the memorandum of recommendations as to salaries of whole- 
time public health medical officers until the effect of the 
present economy proposals and the definition of domiciliary 
attendance had been ascertained. 

Correspondence and minutes of the meeting of the Hospital 
Subcommittee regarding the hospital staff fund were dis- 
cussed ; it was decided to communicate further with the 
North Lonsdale Hospital on the subject. 


SoutH WALES AND MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH: SouTH-WEST 
Wates DIVISION 
The annual meeting of the South-West Wales Division, post- 
poned from July, was held at Carmarthen on September 16th. 
Reference was made to the loss to the Division by the death of 
four members during the year—Drs. Evan Jones (Llanybyther), 
L. E. Lynn Lewis (Ammanford), W. M. Jones (Llanybyther), 
and George E. Jones (Garnant). Dr. Richard Jones 
(Brynamman) was elected chairman for the forthcoming year. 
Dr. H. H. Marutas (Tenby), the retiring chairman, gave a 
most interesting address on a review of some gall-stone 
operations. Provisional arrangements were made for a British 
Medical Association Lecture, to be given on Wednesday, 
January 20th or 27th, 1932, at the Carmarthen Infirmary, at 
3 p.m. 


National Insurance 


WARWICKSHIRE PANEL AND LOCAL MEDICAL 
COMMITTEE 

A meeting of this committee was held at Coventry on 
September 24th, with Dr. HERBERT Mattns in the chair. A 
resolution of sympathy and regret was adopted on the occasion 
of the death of Dr. Walter Charles Lattey, late of Southam, 
near Rugby, who had been a member of the Panel Com- 
mittee for six years, and was a member of the Warwickshire 
Insurance Committee. A similar vote was recorded on the 
report of the death of Dr. Wykeham Tracy Lydall of 
Stechford, late chairman of the Midland Conjoint Group of 
Panel Committees. ; 

The correspondence from headquarters concerning the pro- 
posed reduction of the capitation fee was considered, the 
meeting recording its agreement in the national circumstances 
as a temporary measure: the British Medical Association to be 
informed accordingly. 

Strong exception was taken to the principle of all-round 
grouping of Panel Committees for dealing with lax certifica- 
tion. The view was expressed that representatives would fail 
to travel distances for attending meetings of new bodies, and 
that practitioners’ interests would tend to further bureaucratic 
control. The meeting recorded its opinion that members of 
the Panel Committee were prepared and willing to deal 
conscientiously with the duties imposed by the Regulations, 
as they had not failed to do in similar circumstances since 
its inception. The Coventry resolution was unanimously 
adopted and ordered to be forwarded to the British Medical 
Association. 
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of Friendly Societies SUPPLEMENT 


RITISH MEDicay 


NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES 


ADDRESS BY THE MEDICAL SECRETARY 
This body, which always invites an outside speaker of 
prominence to its annual meeting, on this occasion invited 
the Medical Secretary of the British Medical Association 
as the first representative of the medical profession to 
occupy that position, and Dr. Alfred Cox accordingly gave 
an address on September 25th at Margate. 


Dr. Cox said that he was glad to have this opportunity 
of meeting the Conference, because he thought it was 
time that some representative of the doctors had an 
opportunity of stating their side of a case which had 
frequently been laid before the Conference without any 
intimate knowledge of the work of the doctor and without 
any particular sympathy with him. He had examined 
the press reports of the Conference for the previous ten 
years. From 1921 to 1924 the references to the medical 
service chiefly dealt with the capitation fee, and the 
opinion generally expressed was that the doctors were 
getting too much for their work and the approved societies 
too little. The arbitration proceedings in 1923 stopped 
that line of attack, because an independent body then 
decided that the value of the service on strictly business 
lines was 9s. From 1925 to 1927 there was very little 
criticism, and it looked as if the millenium had come. 
But in 1928 Sir Walter Kinnear addressed the Conference 
on the increase in sickness benefit claims, and the line 
of attack since then had been that there were too many 
complacent doctors willing to give a certificate to any- 
body who liked to ask for one, hence the serious increase 
in the claims. This criticism had been emphasized by 
the issue by the Ministry of Health of its recent memo- 
randum, which made some very damaging reflections on 
the medical profession, many of which could be, and 
would be, met. Last year the report of the Conference 
spoke of ‘‘ varying standards of certification ’’ as having 
had a substantial effect on sickness claims. There could 
be no scientific standard of certification, as anyone who 
carefully studied the relation of the doctor to the patient 
would at once understand that practice must vary. Such 
variation existed not only between insurance practitioners, 
but between the regional medical officers who vetted their 
certificates. The attitude of the doctor in a matter often 
difficult and delicate always had been, and always would 
be, he hoped, to give the benefit of any doubt there was 
to his patient, and if they looked at this matter as 
potential patients, and not as officials of approved societies, 
he was sure they would agree that this was right. In 
his opinion the Ministry of Health memorandum missed 
or glossed over the main cause for the increase in sickness 
benefit claims. It was not possible to have an intensive 
campaign for the purpose of teaching people how to look 
after their health, coupled with an increasing knowledge 
of the privileges of insured persons, and (more than all) 
with the national encouragement to everybody to look 
to the State for help, without having a serious effect on 
claims for sickness benefit. 

It was well that the present crisis in national affairs 
was bringing home to the people the fact that the public 
purse was not bottomless ; indeed, there was no public 
purse. What was so described was really a collection of 
several million purses, such as theirs and his own, many 
of them of quite small dimensions, into which the State 
dipped its hand when it wanted to do a kindness to some- 
body. So far as he was concerned, he felt that he was 
much more competent to spend his own money than 
any Government was to spend it, and he hoped there 
would be a strong disposition in the future to restrict the 
activities of the State to things which can only be done 
by compulsion and national effort, and to leave the 
private citizen with a little more freedom to exercise his 
own enterprise and thrift and to benefit by it. 

Dr. Cox said he wished to take advantage of this oppor- 
tunity to emphasize certain things which the doctors had 
in common with the approved societies, and one which it 
shared perhaps most completely with the friendly societies, 


to whose long and honourable connexion with 
motion of self-help he paid a tribute. First, the 
were entirely with the friendly societies jn theists 
to cultivate a sense of self-respect and individual] 
bility on the part of the insured person ; second} 
doctors and the approved societies (with the PR. the 
perhaps, of the trade union group) were in a ption, 
as to the necessity for preserving the insurance see 
National health insurance was based on actuarial] Dk, 
tions, and was an attempt to allocate benefits 0 
basis of contributions paid without any outside ¢ r 
or State help beyond that small portion which Rave 
Government its status in the administration. He belie the 
also, that most of the approved societies were with | 
doctors in straining every effort to keep the hand of 
politician off the administration of national health ; 
ance. In any compulsory system Parliament must hig 
a deciding voice with regard to certain great principle 
but once these were settled the less the politician by 
to do with the administration of national health insy 
the better. There had been signs, fortunately Only og 
sionally, of political interference in this coun . 
others of which he had experience such interference hai 
been continuous and disastrous. 

He believed that the approved societies were at one with 
the doctors in their desire to preserve the right of th 
patient to choose or change his doctor at any time the 
same as a private patient. The recent interference Wi 
this right he regarded as mischievous, and not likely t 
have any effect on the certification problem, though th 
change had been introduced ostensibly with the hope ¢ 
making things easier for doctors who were supposed 4 
be afraid that if they refused a certificate the Patient 
would at once change to another doctor less complacent 
There might be instances of that kind ; indeed, he kney 
there had been ; but he believed that the great majority 
of doctors were quite capable of taking a firm line wij 
people of that description, and, moreover, he believe 
that in the long run the average working man would rathe 
have an honest doctor than one who was afraid to call his 
soul his own. He was glad to see that the report of th 
executive of the Conference viewed with disfavour th 
recent alteration in the change of doctor regulation, an 
he. hoped that it would not be long before there would 
a reversion to the right to change at any time. 

Speaking of the ‘‘ economy ’’ proposals, he said tht 
he wished to take this opportunity of entering a mg 
emphatic protest against that paragraph in the Ma 
Committee Report which said that ‘‘ the payments to tk 
doctors are too high in present circumstances.’’ He asked 
what were the circumstances, and how did the May Con 
mittee form its opinion about them? It certainly did 
ask for any evidence from the doctors, and, as a matt 
of fact, it was well known, both to the Ministry and to tk 
doctors, that, since the capitation fee was fixed in 199 
the claims on the doctor’s services had increased to sud 
an extent that the profession would have been quit 
justified in asking for a higher capitation fee. Dr. (a 
believed that the time had come when the differet 
parties interested in national health insurance should & 
able to get together more freely to discuss things in whic 
they were all interested, and to act in defence of th 
insurance principle and the best interests of insur 
persons. He was sure there would be no objection on tk 
part of the British Medical Association—quite the contray 
—to any approach made by the approved societies if 
such co-operation if it was clearly understood that t 
original objection of the profession to any direct conttl 
of the medical service by the approved societies still hel 
good. This did not mean that the Association had a 
objection to the approved societies as such, or wastél 
to interfere in any way with the control they had 
sickness benefit. Experience had shown that the emplop 
ment of the organized body of medical practitioners t0@ 
ever-increasing extent in the control of the medical servit 
was a good thing, and had been largely responsible ff 
making our system the best in the world. In the 
countries where the equivalent of the approved societé 
was able to interfere with the medical service the 


had been very injurious, and the medical profession W# 
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‘nally in a state of resentment and discontent. He | needs. This impression is, of course, unjust to a large 
contanu F winced that in this country, if the proviso | majority of the teachers ; but this is the impression that 
entioned was freely admitted, there were excel- would have been given had the British Medical Association 
‘ eee why the doctors and the approved societies adopted similar tactics. 


operate, with, he felt sure, great advantage to 
ets concerned, and not least to the insured person. 


ident of the Conference, Mr. H. Wuite of the 
me Bee Order of Oddfellows, said that the address 
at he was sure, appeal most favourably to most of 
ve ‘gresent, and he was glad that the Conference had 
oe opportunity of hearing one who could speak with 
. ach authority for the medical profession. 
o SranLEY DuFF, secretary of the Conference, moved, 
4 Mr. G. Wricut, National United Order of Free 
an de ners, vice-president, seconded, a vote of thanks in 
, cordial terms, and this was carried by acclamation. 


Correspondence 


REDUCTION OF CAPITATION FEE 

Sir,—In the national emergency, which has given rise 
to the National Government, it may be of interest to 

wr readers to realize the effect in Parliament of the 
jecision by which the panel practitioners have accepted 
the share imposed on them of the national burden. 

Parliament met on September 8th, recalled from their 
recess by pressing need, anxious and perplexed. The 
incredible task of at once finding, or saving, a further 
£170 millions a year was in front of them. The super- 
budget and the Economy Bill, presented in draft, showed 
how it might be done. Each item imposed severe burdens 
on large sections of the people. The additional taxes 
would of themselves impose further burdens on industry, 
would further handicap exports, essential for the recovery 
of the trade balance, and would press indirectly on the 
workers and on the Unemployment Fund. It was the 
economies, therefore, that were the best remedy ; and the 
State had to economize on State services, the payment 
to its own employees included. No conscientious member 
of Parliament, therefore, could oppose such economies 
without suggesting an alternative. 

The cut of one shilling in the capitation fees of panel 
practitioners must press severely on them. Their position 
isnot that of a whole-time employee. They, too, have 
to bear the added burden of income tax and the petrol 
tax. Their contract under the 1924 agreement has a right 
to be considered inviolable, to be changed only by agree- 
ment and arbitration. But the claim of the State is 
paramount. When a house is on fire it is no time for 
niceties as to respective burdens! Everyone helps. 

On September 2nd the Insurance Acts Committee, duly 
sifeguarding its rights, had given it as its opinion to 
the Ministers concerned that the insurance practitioners 
would be prepared to agree to the proposed reduction of 
apitation fee as their fair share of the burden which the 
community will be called upon to shoulder. On Friday 
lst, in the House of Commons, Mr. Chamberlain, as 
Minister of Health, paid his ‘‘ tribute of admiration and 
gatitude to the doctors and the chemists for the spirit 
in which they have received this cut. Treating this 
deduction, not as a readjustment of their remuneration on 
its merits, but simply as a call made on them to 
contribute to the national need, on that basis they would 
tadily pay their share. That was a very fine example, 
ad we are very grateful to them.” 

This tribute—and a speech in which I was able to 
pint out more fully the implications of this contribution 
—were generally accepted, and have not been challenged. 
The “ fine example,’’ thus recorded in Hansard, is all the 
More appreciated by members on all sides, who have 
ben stormed with hurricanes of protests, formal and 
informal, by post and in person, from the teachers. The 
methods adopted by the National Union of Teachers 
sands in striking contrast to those of the British Medical 
Association. The result has been to brand the teachers 
Mall sections of the House as primarily concerned with 

if personal interests and hardly, if at all, with national 


Thanks, Sir, to the Insurance Acts Committee in its 
guidance, and to the great mass of panel practitioners 
in their acceptance of the cut, the profession has gained 
great additional credit for public spirit and common sense. 

This agreement has been come to without prejudice to 
the claims of the panel system for revision of fees in 
due course by the usual machinery on both sides. When 
any such question arises, the credit of the profession, 
enhanced by recent events, will stand it in good stead. 
—I am, etc., 

House of Commons, Sept. 23rd. F. E. FREMANTLE. 


*,* Dr. Fremantle’s letter arrived too late for insertion 
in last week’s issue. Since it was written the position has 
changed, as will be seen from the correspondence printed 
in the opening pages of this Supplement. 


Str,—-In connexion with the reduction of the capitation 
fee I should very much like to know why the Insurance 
Acts Committee agreed to this retrograde and uniair measure 
without first ascertaining the views of the propesed 
““ victims,’’ who, surely, should have had some voice in the 
matter. Setting an example in patriotism to the rest of the 
community is very commendable, but when it involves a 
flagrant disregard of the much-vaunted principle of ‘‘ equal 
sacrifices for all ’’ it is surely time to protest. 

Most emphatically this is not an equal sacrifice. The 
panel doctor sacrifices more than his non-panel colleagues, 
and it is especially hard on those who have but recently 
started in practice, who will suffer severely by the reduction 
on what, in many cases, constitutes 50 per cent. and upwards 
of their income. These latter include many ex-service men, 
who are in effect to be further penalized for their patriotism 
during the war years. There is no mention of a reduction 
in the salaries of divisional medical officers, whose working 
expenses must be considerably lighter than those of a general 
practitioner. May I ask why these gentlemen should not be 
asked to share in the general sacrifice? Again, the relation- 
ship of the insurance practitioner to the Ministry of Health 
is one of contract—‘‘ to provide certain services at an agreed 
fee.’ I have always understood that there was a certain 
sanctity attached to a contract, and that the disregarding of 
a vital principle of a contract (in this case the ‘‘ agreed fee ’’) 
by one of the parties to it was, well, not henourable. I fear; 
however, that this point of view is nowadays woefully out 
of date. 

The lot of the panel doctor is certainly not a happy one ; 
since: the war there has been a total reduction of over 
26 per cent. in the capitation fee, along with an insidious 
extension of the: terms of service, to say nothing of the 
“* vocal effects ’’ periodically broadcasted by the approved 
societies. Certainly we are something more than human!— 
I am, etc., 


Bolton, Sept. 26th. W. Rutitanp Hitt, M.B. 


Str,—Judging by the correspondence on this subject it 
seems that a large number of doctors are not in favour of any 
reduction of the capitation fee. A ballot should be taken ; 
it is not a question that should be settled by a committee. 
Don’t let anyone think when once this fee is reduced it will 
ever be raised again. There have already been two reduc- 
tions ; this means a great loss to those who have purchased 
practices at a high figure, the values of such practices 
depreciate with every reduction of the fee, and for this 
reason the fee should be stable. This is a loss that does 
not affect other people. It is not as if we were only called 
upon to sacrifice when there is a crisis, but we have been 
forced to do this on other occasions when others have been 
enjoying increased pay. 

The life of the insurance practitioner is one long sacrifice. 
Apart from the question of pay the national health insurance 
system has done doctors an incalculable amount of harm : 
it is the cause of doctors being libelled, slandered, and 
vilified, and we have to endure all this without a word ; 
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surely this is the greatest sacrifice of all. No other class 
would tolerate it. A large amount of work has to be done 
for no pay at all, especially in the country, where long 
journeys have to be made, too. For these reasons alone the 
fee should not be reduced.—I am, etc., 


Ash Vale, Sept. 22nd. R. M. Russetv. 


Srr,—Having read the circular M.6 of the Insurance Acts 
Committee, I am forced to the conclusion that, although we 
are readily ’’ agreeing to a Is. deduction now, we must 
expect the recommendation of the May Economy Committee 
to be considered and probably adopted later. 

That numerous class of insurance practitioner with a large 
panel in a working class district has, necessarily, only a 
small private practice, greatly reduced-of late by the increasing 
competition of hospitals, municipalities, etc., so that they 
are really hard-hit, and in my own case it works out at 
about 11 per cent. on my net professional income—not to 
mention depreciation in capital value. It seems to me, there- 
fore, that a large number—one might say a class—of insurance 
practitioners are to bear more than their fair share of the 
burden.—I am, etc., 


Sept. 23rd. C. Evans. 


Str,—We read in to-day’s newspapers that the Prime 
Minister announced in the House of Commons yesterday that 
the Government had decided to limit the reductions in the 
cases of teachers, the police, and the defence forces to not 
more than 10 per cent. These three classes of specially 
favoured individuals are all assured of a pension when their 
term of service is completed, and, without trespassing too 
much on your valuable space, I should like to give an 
example of the salaries on which this modified “‘ cut ’’ is to 
be applied: a female teacher of my acquaintance received an 
appointment just prior to the war at a salary of £90 per 
annum; a few months later the salary was increased to 
£120 per annum. She married in 1918 and was succeeded by 
her sister, who had the same qualifications, at a salary of 
£300 per annum. 

What are we going to do about it? The capitation fee in 
1914 was approximately 7s. 6d., and to-day it is approxi- 
mately 9s. From these figures we must deduct our working 
expenses of 20 to 25 per cent., which leaves us with a net 
capitation fee of between 6s. and 7s. A united demand for 
a revision of the reduction in the capitation fee to one of 
10 per cent. of our net fee of 6s. would, I think, be much 
more like justice than the shilling off the present fee.— 
etc., 


Sept. 22nd. A CouNTRY PRACTITIONER. 


‘ 


Srr,—One good-humouredly acquiesces in the ‘‘ cut’’ and 
the concomitant scareheads in the daily press, but there is 
reason for a grumble by a country doctor, who averages 
some forty miles a day on 365 days a year. For the year 
1930 ‘‘ advance mileage ’’ (one-third) was paid me on 
September 3rd, 1930 ; the balance (two-thirds) on April 22nd, 
1931. For 1931 nothing has been paid. Meanwhile there 
is New Year’s Day to consider. 


“At my back I always hear 
Time’s wingéd chariots hurrying near, 
And yonder all before us lie 
Deserts of vast ’’—insolvency. 
am, etc., 


September 26th. NORTHUMBRIA, 


Str,—The Insurance Acts Committee, by accepting the cut 
in panel fees, has deprived practitioners of the chance of 
organized resistance. It was no doubt influenced by patriotic 
motives, which we all share ; but it may well be asked if 
it is true patriotism to submit tamely to sacrifices at once 
inequitable and unavailing, inasmuch as the obiect—namely, 
the preservation of the currency—has not been attained. 
Furthermore, it scems that in business circles the depreciation 
of the pound is not regarded as an unmixed evil. 

For many of us who already lead a life of thrift these cuts 
will mean forced cconomies—for example, dismissal of servants, 


PICAL Jounyay 


suspension of the normal savings which provide 
renewals, and provision for old age. Moreover, the 
practices will feel the burden most heavily. What 
is there that next year a complaisant attitude wil] Not iny} 
further raids, or that under another Government we shal, 
be chastised, so to speak, with scorpions? ™ 
I hope opinion in the profession will result in 
phylactic action.—I am, etc., 
Ongar, Sept. 28th. 


for Car 


some 


A. S. Davin, MRCS. 


Sir,—We all have the interests of the country at heart 
We have proved in the past how the profession has aece 
the “‘cuts’’ in their remuneration in the interests Of the 
nation. The sacrifice cannot go on interminably, A tim 
must come when the limit will have been reached. The limit 
has been reached now. Every practitioner engaged in National 
health insurance work has been looking forward to the time 
when the capitation fee would be increased, not reduced, The 
increase in treatment of insured persons has almost double 
in recent years, our burden of taxation is Proportionately 
greater than in the case of other individuals on account of 
the tax on petrol, our panel practices are Awindling 
account of the increase in unemployment ; and, if we are ty 
be compared with the police, the schoolmasters, and ¢iyj 
servants generally, let it be borne in mind that we still hay 
the expense of our surgeries, our cars, our instruments, oy 
deputies, and the numerous incidental charges concerned 
with the upkeep of our professional establishments and dignity, 
Let me also remind you that we have no pension to which 
to look forward, that we spend years of our lives training for 
the highly specialized work we perform, and that, in spite 
of all this, we are at the beck and call of our patients night 
and day. 

We have been generous in the past. The only thanks ye 
have received is abuse. The public consider that as soon as 
we participate in national health insurance practice we log 
our individuality. If we refuse certificates we are in danger 
of losing our patients; if we grant them we are brought 
before the disciplinary committees of the Ministry of Health, 
We are subject to rules and regulations. One small slip, and our 
careers and means of livelihood may be jeopardized. Are we not 
entitled to a capitation fee of 9s. irrespective of the economic 
situation throughout the country? We who are too dignified 
to march down Whitehall and hold meetings outside th 
Houses of Parliament are mulcted of our already inadequate 
remuneration, and the absence of protest is interpreted as smug 
satisfaction with the reduced capitation fee. 

Let a voice of protest be raised.. Call emergency meeting 
of all the Divisions, and through them let us stimulate the 
British Medical Association into making a_ strong protest 
against any reduction in our remuneration.—I am, etc., 

London, S.E.1. ELLis 


Str,—I see from the published statistics of insurance 
medical practice that in 1930 the average gross remuneration 
of a panel doctor is about £460 per annum gross. I under 
stand that many panel doctors receive £1,000, or more. ff 
this is so, there must be many who receive less than £460. 
It must be possible for us to be informed of the exact numbet 
of panel doctors in England, Scotland, and Wales who 
received in 1930 under £3 per week and under £2 per week 
gross. I think it is time that these figures were published 
so that the fiction that all panel doctors are rich may be 
exploded.—I am, etc., 


September 24th. P. P. D. 


NATIONAL INSURANCE FINANCE 

Sir,—It is true that statistics may be so prepared as # 
support fallacies, and recent events in the City of Londat 
suggest that even balance sheets of great companies may bt 
fallacious, but when the officials of 7,000 approved societits 
with a membership running into 14 millions, are uneasy & 
to their financial position other people may think theres 
something wrong with the system. : 
In the Royal Sanitary Institute’s Congress at Plymouth @ 
July, 1928, there was a conference on national health 
insurance. The speakers included several non-medical official 
and authorities. The proceedings are reported in the Ro 
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sy Institute Journal (xlix, January 7th, 1929). At 
woah na Rockliff summed up the discussion by saying: 


isthe present position . . . gave cause for anxiety even in 
ad which had hitherto professed confidence in the 
of future valuations.’”’ The present financial crisis, 
ae itated very largely by the insolvency of the Unemploy- 
ag Fund, is the best available comment on Mr. Rockliff’s 
vat spoken three years ago, and on Mr. Snowden’s 
nt of last February. If we ignore the plain evidence 
, men whose business it is to deal with finance we may see 
the pound sterling run away to 10s. in purchasing power on 
foreiga exchanges.—I am, etc., 
London, S.E., Sept. 19th. 


—— 


GEORGE JONES. 


Naval and Military Appointments 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE 
Surgeon Lieutenant Commander S. G. Weldon to R.N. Hospital, 
uth. 
— Lieutenants R. C. Foster and T. A. Cochrane to be 
Surgeon Lieutenant Commanders. : 
de B. Kempthorne has entered as Surgeon Lieutenant for 
short service, and appointed to the Victory, for Haslar Hospital. 


Royat Navat VOLUNTEER RESERVE 
Surgeon Lieutenant Commanders G. F. Abercrombie to the 
Maiaya ; St. G. B. D. Gray to the Repulse. 
Messrs. S. R. Rudland and W. E. Pyecraft have entered as 
probationary Surgeon Sublieutenants, and attached to List 2, 
Severn and Mersey Divisions respectively. 


ROYAL AIR FORCE MEDICAL SERVICE 


Flight Lieutenants M. J. Cahalane to R.A.F. Depot, Uxbridge ; 
4. R. French to Palestine General Hospital, Sarafand. 
-Flying Officer E. KX. Pritchard to Station Headquarters, Tangmere. 


REGULAR ARMY RESERVE OF OFFICERS 


Lieutenant-General Sir T. H. John C. Goodwin, K.C.B., C.M.G., 
DS.0., late R.A.M.C., having attained the age limit of liability 
to recall, ceases to belong to the Reserve of Officers. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


lieut.-Cols. J. Anderson and F. P. Warwick, D.S.O., have 
retired from the Service. 

‘The promotion of Lieut.-Col. E. G. Kennedy to the rank of 
Major and Lieutenant-Colonel has been antedated to July 29th, 
21, and July 29th, 1929, respectively. 

Major L. A. P. Anderson has been appointed as acting Director, 
Haffkine Institute, Bombay. 

Captains to be Majors: P. N. Lahiri and M. P. Atkinson. 
Captain M. P. Atkinson has been posted as Legation Surgeon, 
ve, and ex officio Assistant to the British Envoy at the Court 


Nepal. 
— to be Captains (prov.): E. A. R. Ardeshir, P. L. 
Neill. 

Lieutenant R. A. Paton has resigned his commission. 


COLONIAL MEDICAL SERVICES 

The following appointments have been made: Dr. F. G. Rose, 
Medical Superintendent, Leprosy Hospital, Mahaica, British Guiana ; 
Ins. E. C. Vardy and B. A. Taylor, Medical Officer and Health 
Uficer respectively, Malayan Medical Service. 


VACANCIES 
Avorn City.—J.R.M.O. (male) at Woodend Municipal Hospital. 
AurincHam GENERAL Hospitat.—J.H.S. 
Royat BUCKINGHAMSHIRE Hospirat.—R.M.O. (male). 


County H.S. (2) A.H.S. Males, un- 
married. 


Hospitat ror Clapham Road, S.W.---Two H.P, 
males), 


Hospitar, Beckenham.—R.H.P. (male, unmarried). 
Hospitat, Wandsworth Common, S$.W.11.—H.S. 


male), 
Buprorp: Eve anp Ear Hospirav.—-J.H.S. (male). 
Bustor Ciry anp County Mentat Hosprtar.—-Third A.M.Q. 
married) , 


Busto. Eye Hosritat.—R.I1S. 
Busto. Roy ar InrirMary.—(1) H.S. (2) H.P. 


CHESTER Royat InrirMaRY.—(1) H.P. (2) Two H.S. Males. 
Doncaster Royat InrrrMary.—H.S. (male). 

GraMorGan County Mentat Hospitat, Bridgend.—J.A.M.O. 
Hatirax County Boroucu.—H.S. at St. Luke’s Hospital. 


HampstEaD GENERAL AND Nortu-West Lonpon Hospitat, Haverstock 
Hill, N.W.3.—H.S. (male, unmarried). 


HosPItaL FOR CoNSUMPTION AND DISEASES OF THE CHEST, Brompton, 
S.W.3.—Assistant R.M.O. 


HospitaL FoR Sick Cuitpren, Great Ormond Street, W.C.1.— 
Medical Registrar. : 


Hounstow Hospitat.—H.S. {male). 


Hutt: Ciry anp County or — S.R.M.O. 
(woman) at Maternity Home and Infants’ Hospital. 


Kent AND CANTERBURY Hospi7aL.—H.S. 


Epwarp Memoriat Hospirar, Ealing—Hon. Consulting 
Dermatologist. 

LEAMINGTON SpA: WaRNEFORD GENERAL Hospitat.—(1) R.H.S. (2) 
R Unmarried. 


LEYTON BorouGu.—Deputy M.O.H. and Deputy S.M.O. 
LIVERPOOL AND SAMARITAN HospItaL FOR WoMmEN.—H.S. 
MancHeEsTeR Royat Eye Hospitat.—J.H.S. 


MancueEsTer Royar R.M.O. at Barnes Convalescent 
Hospital. (2) H.S. (lady) at Central Branch. 


MaNncuester: St. Mary’s Hospitats.—(1) Two H.S. for Whitworth 
Street West Hospital (Maternity). (2) H.S. for Whitworth Park 
Hospital (Gynaecological). 

MANSFIELD AND District Hospitat.—H.S. and C.O. (male). 

MarGaTe AND District GENERAL Hospitat.—R.M.O. (male). 

NATIONAL SANATORIUM, Benenden.—R.A.M.O. (male). 

NotTrINGHAM GENERAL DISPENSARY.—R.S. (unmarried). 

NortrincHam GENERAL Hospitat.—H.P. 

PappDINGTON GREEN CHILDREN’S MHospitat—(1) 
Males, unmarried. 

Piaistow: St. Mary’s Hosritat FOR Women.—(1) R.M.O. (2) 
A.R.M.O. 

PiyMovuTH: SoutH DEvon anpD East Cornwatt 
Anaesthetist and H.S. to Special Departments (female). 

Prince oF Wates’s GENERAL Hospitat, Tottenham.—(1) S.H.P. 
(2) Two S.H.S. (3) J.H.P. (4) Two J.HLS. 

QueEn’s HospiraL FoR CHILDREN, Hackney Road, E.—S. for Ear, 
Nose, and Throat Department. 

RIcHMOND, SURREY: Royar Hospitat.—Honorary Surgeon in Charge 
of the Ear, Nose, and Throat Department. 


ELP. ES. 


Royat Eve Hosprrat, Southwark, $.E.1.—(1) H.S. (2) A-H.S. 


Royat Free Hospirat, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.i.—R.C.O. (woman). 


Rovat Natrona, Ortuopaepic Hospirat, Great Portland Street, W.1. 


(1) Hon. A.S. (2) Four Surgical Registrars. 
Sr. Hetens County Boroucu.—Assistant M.O.H. (female). 
Sr. Joun’s Hospitrat, Lewisham, S.E.13.—R.H.S. (inale). 
Sr. Tuomas’s Hospitat, S.E.—Junior Ophthalmic H.S. 
SHEFFIELD Royat Hospitat.—(1) Ophthalmic H.S. (2) Anaesthetist. 
SouTHAMPTON CuILDREN’s Hospitat.—R.M.O. (lady). 
STANNINGTON SaNATORIUM, Clifton, Morpeth.—J.M.O. (lady). 
STOKE-ON-TRENT: NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE Royal InrirMary.—A.H.P. 
SUNDERLAND Royat InrirMaRy.—Assistant Pathologist. 
Swinpon anp Nortu Victrorta Hospitar.—R.M.O. (male). 


University Correct Hospirat, Gower Street, W.C.1.—First Assis- 
tant in Children’s Department. 


Vuicrorta CENTRAL Hospitat.—(1) S.H.S. (male). (2) 
J.H.S. 


Warwick County Mentat Hospitat, Hatton.—J.A.M.O. 

West Lonpon Hospirat, Hammersmith, W.6.—Hon. 
Genito-Urinary Department. 

WutespEN GENERAL Hospitat, N.W.10.—Dental S. 

Wortninc Hospritat.—R.M.O. 


AS. to 


CERTIFYING Factory SurGEons.—The appointments at Falmouth 
(Cornwall) and New walloway (Kirkcudbright) are vacant. 
Applications to the Chief Inspector oi Factories, Home Office, 
Whitehall, S.W.1. 

MepicaL RererEE under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1925, 
for Clackmannan County (Sheriffdom of Stirling, Dumbarton, and 
Clackmannan). Applications to the Private Secretary, Scottish 
Office, Whitehall, London, S.W.1, by October 21st. 


This list of vacancies is compiled from our advertisement columns, 
where full particulars will be found. To ensure notice tn this 
column advertisements must be received not later than the first 
fost on Tuesday morning. 
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APPOINTMENTS 

Campsett, G., M.B.Oxf., Certifying Factory Surgeon for the Wolston 
District, co. Warwick. 

pe Rynck, G., M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., Assistant Honorary Surgeon, 
with Charge of the Ear, Nose, and Throat Department, Battersea 
General Hospital. 

Queen Maternity Hosprrar, Marylebone Road, N.W.1. 
—Senior Resident Medical Officer: J. G. Hastings Ince, M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P. Assistant Resident Medical Officer: Bryan Williams, 
M.B., Ch.B., F.R.C.S.Ed. District Resident 
Mary Stuart, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 

Mepicat Rererers under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1925.— 
D. Duff, F.R.C.S., for the Dumbarton District of the Sheriffdom 
of Stirling, Dumbarton, and Clackmannan; J. R. Kerr, M.B., 
C.M., for the District of the Southport and Ormskirk County 
Court (Circuit No. 6), vice G. R. Anderson, M.B.E., F.R.C.S., 
deceased. 


DIARY OF SOCIETIES AND LECTURES 
Sociery or MEDICINE 

Section of Orthopaedics.—Tues., 8.30 p.m. Presidential 
Mr. Harry Platt: Observations on Bone Tumours. 

Section of History of Medicine.—Wed., 5 p.m. Presidential Address, 
Dr. R. O. Moon: Van Helmont, Chemist, Physician, Philosopher, 
and Mystic. Discussion: Vitalism in Science, to be opened by 
Protessor A. Wolf. 

Clinical Section.—Fri., 5.20 p.m. Cases at 4.30 p.m. 

Section of Ophthalmology.—Fri., 8.30) p.m. Cases at 8 p.m. 
Demonstration, Mr. T. Ponifret Kilner: Some Selected Cases of 
Reconstructive Surgery in the Orbital Region. 


Address, 


PREVENTION OF TUBERCULOSIS.— 
Lectures by Dr. Harley Williams: Wed., 8.30 p.m., at St. Mark’s 
Institute, St. Mark’s Road, W.10; Thurs. and Fri., 8.30 p.m., 
at The Quest,”’ 85, Clarendon Road, W.11. 

Institute oF Pusric 87, Russell Square, W.C.1.— 
Mon., Tues., and Wed., 4 p.m., Harben Lectures by Dame 
Louise Mellroy: Recent Researches in the Vrevention of 
Maternal, [oetal, and Neo-natal Mortality. 


POST-GRADUATE COURSES AND LECTURES 
FeLLowsuip oF MEDICINE AND Post-GRADUATE MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 
—At Medical Society of Louden, 11, Chandos Street, W., M.R.C.P. 
Lectures: Mon., 8.30 p.m., Dr. W. Langdon Brown, The Clinical 
Importance of Blood Sugar, High and Low ; Wed., 8.30 p.m., 
Dr. L. J. Witts, Achlorhycria ; fee 10s. 6d. per lecture, pavable 
at lecture room. Metropolitan Jlospital, Wingsland Road, E.8: 
Daily, 10.30 a.m. to 5.30 p.m., Post-Graduate Course in General 
Medicine and Surgery ; fee £2 2s. Central London Ophthalmic 
Hospital, Judd Street, W.C.1:) Every afternoon, Post-Graduate 
Course in Ophthalmology ; fee 15s. 9d. Centval London Throat, 
Nose and Kary Hospital, Gray’s Inn Road, W.C.: Post-Graduate 
Course in Diseases of the Far, Nose, and Throat ; Clinical Course, 
including Anatomy and Physiology Lectures, and Course in 
Methods of Examination and Diagnosis; fee £2 2s. for one week, 
or £5 5s. for four weeks’ clinical work. Hospital for Tropical 
Diseases, 25, Gordon Strect, W.C.1: Mornings and afternoons, 
Course in Tropical Medicine ; fee for four weeks, £8 8s. Copies 


Natronat ASSOCIATION FOR THE 


of all) syllabuses may be cbtained from the Fellowship of 
Medicine. 

Centra, Lonpon Turoat, Nosk ann Hosprrar, Gray’s Inn 
Road, W.C.1.—Daily, Intensive Course, including Course in 


Methods of Examination and Diagnosis. 

Hampsteap GENERAL Hospitar, Haverstock Hill, N.W.3.—Wed., 
4 p.m., Sir Williara Willcox, Diabetes, its Causation and Treat- 
ment, with Special Reference to Toxic Causes. 

Kinoc’s Cottece Hospitan Menicat Scuoor, Denmark Hill, S.E.5.— 
Thurs., 9 p.m., Sir StClair Thomson, Cancer of the Larvnx. 
Lonnon HomoropatHic Hosritar, Great Ormond Street,. W.C.1.— 
Thurs., 5 p.m., Dr. F. H. Bodman (Bristol), The Foresight of 

Hahnemann. 

Lonpon Scuoor oF DerMATOLOGY, St. John’s Hospital, 49, Leicester 
Square, W.C.2.—Chesterfield Lectures: Tues., 5 p.m., Dr. Wo N, 
Goldsmith, Anatomy and Physiology of the Skin ; Thurs., 5 p.m., 
Dr. J. M. H. MacLeod, Morphology and Histopathology — of 
Elementary Lesions. 

Natronat Hospirar, Queen Square, W.C.1.—Mon. to Fri., 2 p.m., 
Out-patient Clinics. Mon., 3.30 p.m., Dr. Purdon Martin, Acute 
Infections of the Central Nervous System. Tues., 3.30 p.m., Dr. 
Adie, Abnormalities of Pupillary Reactions. Thurs., 32.30 p.m., 
Dr. Gordon Holmes, Disturbances of Vision due to Cerebral 
Lesions. Fri., 12 noon, Dr. Greenfield, Pathology of Nerve Cell ; 
3.30 p.m., Sir Percy Sargent, The Surgery of the Pituitary Body. 

Sr. Marx’s Hospitat, City Road, E.C.1.—Thurs., 4,30 p.m., Mr. P. 
Lockhart-Mummery, Diverticulitis. 

Liverpoor UNIveRSITY CLinicat ANTE-NaraL Ciinics.—Royal 
Infirmary: Mon. and Thurs., 10.30 a.m. Maternity Hospital: 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Thurs., and Fri., 11.30 a.m. 

Mancuester Royatr INerrMary.—Tues., 4.15 p.m., Dr. A. H. Holmes, 
Treatment of Pneumonia. Fri., 4.15 p.m., Mr. E. D. Telford, 
Demonstration of Surgical Cuses. 

MancuHeEster VicroriA JewisH Hospirar, Elizabeth Street. 
—Wed., 4.30 p.m., Mr. &. R. Kerr, Cancerous and Precancerous 
Skin Conditions in Cotton Workers (with Demonstration). 


Medical Officer: 
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Diary of the Association 
OCTOBER 
London: Ophthalmic Committee, 2.30 p.m, 
Kensington Division: Kensington Palace Mansion 
Hotel, De Vere Gardens, W.8, 8.45 p.m, 
London: Standing Ethical Subcommittee, 2.15 p.m 
Hastings Division: Buchanan Hospital, 8.5 
Address by Dr. C. J. Lee. * 
South-West Essex Division: Livingstone College, Knott 
Green, Leyton, 9.15 p.m. 
Woolwich Division: Woolwich War Memorial Hospital 
8.45 p.m. Lecture by Mr. Cecil Rowntree. 
London: Regulatigns and Standing Orders Subcom. 
mittee of the Organization Committee, 2.30 p.m, 
Dartford Division: Erith Cottage Hospital, 8.30 pm 
Halifax Division: Royal Halifax Infirmary, 8.39 pa 
Clinical Meeting. 
Lanarkshire Division: St. Enoch Station Hotel, 34 
p.m. Paper by Prof. W. T. Ritchie. 
Rochdale Division: Rochdale Infirmary, 8,30 
Paper by Dr. A. Topping. 


London: Charities Committee, 2.30 p.m. 


Hampstead Division: Hampstead General Hospital, 
8.30 p.m., Special Mecting. 9 _p.m., Ordinay 


Meeting. Inaugural Address by Dr. James Andreys, 
Portsmouth Division: Queen’s Hotel, Southsea, 93 
p.m. Supper, 9 p.m. Address by Dr. W. Langdon 
Brown. 
Wakefield, Pontefract, and Castleford Division: Straffer 
Arms Hotel, Wakefield, 7.45 p.m. B.M.A. Lectug 
by Dr. T. Beaton. 
London: Science Committee, 2.30 p.m. 
West Suffolk Division: West Suffolk General Hospital 
8.45 p.m. Lecture by Dr. C. E. Lakin. 
St. Pancras Division: B.M.A. House, Tavistock Squar, 
W.C.1, 9 p.m. Address by Lord Moynihan. 
Richmond Division: Royal Hospital, 9 p.m. Discussig 
by Dr. M. Ix. Robertson and Dr. Donald Paterson, 
South-Western Branch: Liskeard. Intermediate Meeting 
London; Finance Committee, 2.30 p.m. 


NOVEMBER 
London: Propaganda Subcommittee, 2.30 p.m, 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS 


The charge for inseriing announcement of Births, Marviages, ad 
Deaths is 9s., which sum should be forwarded with the noha 
not later than the first post on Tuesday morning, in order w 
ensure insertion in the current issue. 


Forses Brown.— At 9, Grosvenor Crescent, Edinburgh, on Septembt 
24th, 1931, to Molly, wife of A. A, 
D.T.M. and H.Ed., Uganda Medical Service, a daughter. 


Bocketr—NeELLEHER.—On September (5th, 1931, at St. Bonifaces 
Farnborough, 


Ellen Florence Kelleher, M.B., D.V?.H., daughter of Dr. and Ms 
J. Kelleher, Macroom, co, Cork. 


by the Rev. George William Skeet, B.A., Head Master, Ca 


k. S. Findlay, Monifieth, Angus. 


BIRTH 


Forbes Brown, M.B., BQ, 


MARRIAGES 


Road, London, Eric John Cuming Bockett, M.B., BS 
Hampshire, only son of the late Charles & 
solicitor, and of Mrs. Bockett, Surbiton, Surrey, 0 


September 26th, at Manchester 


William Frederick Howson, B.A., B.M., 


Lond., son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Howson Ray, Withingtt 
er, to Mina Fraser, younger daughter of Mr. and 


DEATH 


Warrace.—On September 22nd, 1931, at his home, Ashton-undé- 
Lyne, Alexander Wallace, L.R.C.P., L.R.C.S., aged 76, 


of Charlotte Rose Wallace. 
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